
 

 

April 17, 2018 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 

 

As professional marine scientists, many with expertise in the biology and fisheries of sharks and 

their relatives the skates and rays, we write in support of H.R. 5248, the Sustainable Shark 

Fisheries and Trade Act of 2018. This legislation promotes responsible, science-based shark, 

skate, and ray fishery management around the world without economically harming U.S. law-

abiding fishermen. It will help ensure that any products from these animals that enter U.S. 

markets are sourced only from countries where shark and ray fisheries are subject to comparable 

management measures as for U.S. shark, skate, and ray fisheries.   

 

The more than 1,250 species of sharks and their relatives play important ecological roles in the 

many marine and freshwater habitats where they occur. Some species are also culturally and 

economically important. Yet 24% of chondrichthyan species are estimated to be threatened with 

extinction, according to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), making 

them one of the most threatened groups of animals on the planet. Overfishing – to feed the global 

demand for meat, fins, oil, gills, and other products – is the primary driver of these declines. 

Globally, many tens of millions of sharks and rays are caught and killed each year in directed 

fisheries or as incidental catch.   

 

The U.S. has become a global leader in shark fishery management and conservation. Over the 

past 25 years, many of us have worked with the National Marine Fisheries Service, the fishing 

industry, conservation groups, and the public to raise awareness about the impact global fishing 

is having on these vulnerable species, and have pushed for science-based management. In 

accordance with strong regulatory standards under the Magnuson-Stevens Act, the U.S. 

commercial fishing industry, to their credit, has adopted critical management measures for many 

shark and ray fisheries. This includes a domestic ban on the practice of shark finning (removing 

the fin and dumping the carcass), the implementation of catch quotas and other fishery 

regulations since the 1990s, and leadership in promoting similar measures in international 

fisheries fora. Recreational fisheries are also subject to management, and catch-and-release of 

sharks is becoming more common among anglers. As a result of this and effective rebuilding 

plans, the U.S. has some of the most sustainable shark fisheries in the world.  

 

We are now seeing the benefits of these efforts, as some depleted shark populations in U.S. 

waters begin to rebuild. This provides evidence that fisheries, at least for some species, can be 

sustainable if carefully managed. The Sustainable Shark Fisheries and Trade Act of 2018 will 

require that any import of shark, skate, and ray products into U.S. markets be sourced from a 

country that has been certified to have shark, skate, and ray management and conservation 

measures comparable to those in the U.S., including science-based measures to prevent 

overfishing and comparable prohibitions on shark finning. In addition to promoting sustainable 
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fishery management by other fishing countries, this bill would also help level the playing field in 

international markets for U.S. fishermen, who have already taken the necessary steps to support 

responsible domestic shark, skate, and ray fisheries.   

 

Although it is not the largest importer of shark products, the U.S. is a major shark and skate 

fishing and exporting country and therefore can lead in both modeling and promoting sustainable 

shark fisheries management and responsible trade for these species. Continuing to exercise this 

leadership can help to reverse the declining trend in many shark, skate, and ray populations 

around the world. We heartily endorse the Sustainable Shark Fisheries and Trade Act of 2018 

and strongly urge its prompt passage by Congress. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

A. Peter Klimley, PhD 

University of California, Retired 

Petaluma, California 

 

Alejo Fabian Bonifacio, PhD 

IDEA-CONICET 

Córdoba, Argentina 

 

Brendan Talwar, MS/MA 

Cape Eleuthera Institute 

Miami, FL 

 

Bryan R. Franks, PhD 

Jacksonville, FL 

 

Carl Luer, PhD 

Sarasota, FL 

 

Cathy Walsh, PhD 

Sarasota, FL 

 

Charles Bangley, PhD 

Annapolis, MD 

 

Claudio Campagna, PhD 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

Nicaragua and Buenos Aires, Argentina 

 

Daniel C. Abel, PhD 

Coastal Carolina University 

Conway, SC 

 

Daniel Huber, PhD 

The University of Tampa 

St. Petersburg, FL 
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David Kerstetter, PhD 

Nova Southeastern University 

Dania Beach, FL 

 

David Shiffman, PhD 

Simon Fraser University  

Vancouver, BC 

 

Demian Chapman, PhD 

Florida International University 

Miami, Florida 

 

Drew Cronin, PhD 

SMART Partnership 

New York, NY 

 

Elizabeth Alter, PhD 

CUNY/York College and the 

Graduate Center 

Jamaica, NY  

 

 

Eric B Hovland, MS/MA 

The Florida Aquarium 

Tampa, FL  

 

Florencia Cerutti, PhD 

Galapagos, Ecuador 

 

Francesco Ferretti, PhD 

Stanford University 

Pacific Grove, CA 

 

Gene S. Helfmanb, PhD 

Odum School of Ecology, University 

of Georgia 

Lopez Island, WA  

 

George H Burgess, MS/MA 

University of Florida  

Gainesville, FL  

 

Gregor M. Cailliet, PhD 

Moss Landing Marine Laboratories, 

CSU 

Monterey, California 

 

Harold L Pratt, Jr., MS/MA 

Mote Marine Laboratory 

Summerland Key, Florida 

 

Howard Rosenbaum, PhD 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

New York, NY 

 

Isabel Marques da Silva, PhD 

Faculty of Natural Sciences, Lurio 

University 

Vamizi island, Cabo Delgado, 

Mozambique 
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Ivy Baremore, MS/MA 

Panama City Beach, FL 

 

J. Marcus Drymon, PhD 

Mississippi State University 

Biloxi, Mississippi 

 

Jake LaBelle, MS/MA 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

New York, NY 

 

Jeffrey C. Carrier, PhD 

Albion College 

Albion, MI 

 

John A Musick, PhD 

Virginia Institute of Marine Science 

Gloucester VA 

 

John F. Morrissey, PhD 

Sweet Briar College 

Sweet Briar, VA 

 

John Tyminski, MS/MA 

Mote Marine Laboratory 

Sarasota, FL 

 

John Waldman, PhD 

Queens College 

Queens, New York 

 

Joshua Stewart, MS/MA 

The Manta Trust 

San Diego, CA 

 

Juan Martín Cuevas, PhD 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

La Plata, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

 

Kara Yopak, PhD 

USA 

 

Katherine Holmes, MS/MA 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

New York, New York 

 

Kevin Feldheim, PhD 

Buffalo Grove, IL  

 

Lara Ferry, PhD 

Arizona State University 

Glendale, AZ 

 

Linda Planthof, MS/MA 

Groningen, the Netherlands 

 

María Laura Ballesteros, PhD 

IDEA-CONICET 

Córdoba, Argentina 
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Mariano Sironi, PhD 

Instituto de Consevacion de Ballenas 

Buenos Aires. Argentina 

 

Melinda Rekdahl, PhD 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

Bronx, New York 

 

Merry Camhi, PhD 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

Islip, NY 

 

Michael B Bennett, PhD 

The University of Queensland 

Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 

 

Michael R. Heithaus, PhD 

Cooper City, FL 

 

Mikki Mccomb-Kobza, PhD 

Ocean First Institute 

Longmont, Colorado 

 

Neil Hammerschlag, PhD 

University of Miami, Rosenstiel School 

Miami, Florida 

 

Philip Motta, PhD 

University of South Florida 

Lutz, Florida 

 

Rebeka Merson, PhD 

Providence, RI  

 

Renato Hajenius Aché Freitas, PhD 

Instituto de Consevacion de Ballenas 

Florianópolis, Santa Catarina, Brazil 

 

Rob Moir, PhD 

Ocean River Institute 

Cambridge, MA  

 

Robert E. Hueter, PhD 

Mote Marine Laboratory 

Sarasota, Florida  

 

Robert Nowicki, PhD 

Mote Marine Laboratory 

Summerland Key, Florida 

 

Sabine Wintner, MS/MA 

South Africa 

 

Salome Buglass, MS/MA 

Charles Darwin Foundation 

Puerto Ayora, Galapagos, Ecuador 

Samuel H. Gruber, PhD 

Bimini Biological Field Station, 

University of Miami 

Miami, Florida 



Affiliations are included for identification purposes only. Signatories sign as individuals, not as 

representatives of their respective institutions.   6 
 

Simon J Pierce, PhD 

Marine Megafauna Foundation 

Truckee, CA 

Steven Kessel, PhD 

IL 

Susan Lieberman, PhD 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

Washington, DC 

Valentina Di Santo, PhD 

Harvard University 

Cambridge, MA 

Valeria Falabella, MS/MA 

Wildlife Comservation Society 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Yannis Papastamatiou, PhD 

Florida International University 

Aventura, Florida 

 

 


